Urban  District  of  Horncastle 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

1959 


HORNCASTLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report 
of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

19  5 9 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
S.A.  0 1 HAGAN,  M.3.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 
Public  Health  Inspector 
H.  SMITH,  A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.E.I. 


The  Medical  Officer  is  also  Medical  Officer  for 
Woodhall  Spa  Urban  District  and  Homcastle  Rural 
District  Councils. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  Is  also  Surveyor,  Meat 
Inspector  and  Housing,  Allotments  and  Markets 
Manager. 

There  Is  a Public  Health  Committee  which  deals 
with  all  matters  affecting  Public  Health,  other 
than  Housing. 

Members  of  Committee 

R.L.  Kisby  (Chairman) 

PI.  Cashmore 

E. W.  Coodacre 
C.R.  Harness 

F.  Townley 


1 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of 

Homcastle  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Bryant  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 

1959. 

The  health  of  the  town  has  remained  very  satisfactory 
during  the  year,  with  a continued  normal  birth  rate  and  a death 
rate  below  the  national  average.  Maternity  has  remained  a very 
safe  occurrence  for  both  mother  and  child  for,  despite  the  lack  of 
maternity  beds  in  the  town,  it  is  many  years  since  a mother  lost 
her  life  due  to  childbirth  or  associated  condition.  The  loss  of 
life  amongst  infants  during  the  weeks  immediately  before  and  after 
birth,  whilst  small,  occasions  national  concern,  and  research. 
Homcastle  figures  for  still  births  and  deaths  during  the  first 
wee k of  life  are  small  and  cannot  pretend  to  reliability  as 
percentages,  but  they  are  higher  than  the  national  average. 

Figures  for  earlier  years  were  not  compiled  and  comparison  is 
again  thwarted.  Once  the  crisis  of  birth  was  over,  life  remained 
safe  in  Homcastle  for  the  next  50  years  produced  only  3 deaths, 
whilst  50,$  of  all  deaths  were  of  those  over  75  years  of  age. 

Infectious  disease  was  rare  apart  from  measles  which 
made  its  regular  appearance,  with  93  notifications,  and  5 influenzal 
pneumonias  may  have  reflected  an  otherwise  unrecognised  outbreak  of 
Influenza. 

Protection  of  the  health  of  the  community  is  based  upon 
four  main  precepts:  removal  of  known  causes  of  disease  and  the 
unremitting  search  amongst  food  and  drink,  water  and  air  for  those 
signs  of  pollution  which  might  sometime  be  accompanied  by  infection, 
thirdly  inducing  every  person  to  protect  himself  against  infection 
by  t raining  and  immunization.  The  fourth  pillar  combines  the 
rather  intangible  qualities  of  sufficiently  good  feeding,  exercise, 
work  and  recreation.  No  new  hazards  arose  in  the  district  during 
the  year  but  the  work  of  immunizat ion  was  pressed  ahead  under  the 
auspices  of  the  County  Council. 

In  the  provision  of  recreation,  Homcastle  is  not  idle. 
Having  been  one  of  the  first  local  authorities  to  run  a swimming 
pool  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  need  for  improvement  has  been 
felt  and  systematically  met.  In  this  land-hungry  country,  it  is 
possible  to  be  surrounded  by  mile  after  mile  of  agricultural  land 
and  yet  have  nowhere  but  streets  for  childrens  playgrounds,  whilst 
playing  fields  for  common  use  are  scarce  indeed.  School  children  in 
Homcastle  are  well  served  in  school  hours  and  some  facility  is 
available  to  them  outside  these,  but  there  is  need  for  public  playing 
fields,  not  merely  for  organised  games,  but  for  family  picnics  and 
afternoons  out. 


2 


Refuse  collection  and  disposal  was  reasonably 
satisfactory  during  the  year.  The  Hemingby  Lane  tip  is  now 
substantially  dry  and  has  an  expectancy  of  life  which  justified 
the  Council  purchasing  it  outright.  The  nature  of  the  refuse 
received  has  changed  over  the  years  and  much  ” problem  matter51 
such  as  decayed  kitchen  waste,  tins  and  bottles,  dirty  paper 
has  to  be  disposed  of.  The  total  amount  probably  does  not 
warrant  the  very  considerable  cost  of  a full-scale  destructor 
and  even  hand  sorting  is  not  practicable  without  mechanical  aidG 

New  legislation  relating  to  slaughterhouses  came 
into  effect  during  the  year  and  I must  gratefully  acknowledge 
the  help  of  the  Minister’s  Officers  who  paid  several  visits  to 
advise  upon  how  best  to  achieve  the  necessary  improvements* 

Health  education  and  food  hygiene,  although  at 
first  sight  an  incongruous  combination  have  been  dealt  with 
much  as  one  item.  The  time  and  place  for  health  education  is 
where  and  when  somebody  wants  to  know.  Very  often,  health 
visitor,  public  health  inspector  or  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
visits  for  one  reason  and  gives  advice  which  is  received 
because  it  relates  directly  to  the  need  of  the  moment. 

Impersonal  appeals  by  posters,  etc,,  cannot  be  so  successful, 
though  they  may  later  reinforce  the  suggestions  left  by  the 
personal  instruction.  There  is  a danger  in  too  intensive 
advertizing  - that  of  sales  resistance  to  the  ideas  we  seek 
to  spread.  This  will  not  readily  occur  from  the  effects  of 
personal  visits  particularly  by  familiar  figures.  Some  help 
has  been  received  in  this  direction  from  representatives  of  the 
frozen  foods  industry  who  have  emphasized  to  retailers  that  if 
products  deteriorate  between  the  producer  and  the  consumer,  the 
producer  gets  the  blame.  This  is  an  argument  which  holds  water 
and  the  conflict  between  efficient  storage  and  adequate  display 
is  being  ironed  out  by  augmenting  display  refrigerators  with, 
dummy  cartons  and  by  closed  top-access  cabinets  for  reserve 
stock. 


Safety  on  the  road  and  in  the  home  is  receiving 
steady  attention.  Perhaps  our  bottleneck  for  traffic  on  the 
Skegness  road  is  not  wholly  bad;  there  was  no  fatal  accident 
in  Horn castle;  indeed  the  only  fatal  accident  recorded  was  that 
of  a person  of  84  who  fractured  a thigh  In  a fall.  Details 
reached  me  too  late  to  ascertain  whether  prevention  might  have 
been  achieved,  A Joint  Road  Safety  Committee  has  been  formed 
with  the  Horncastle  Rural  District  Council  and  is  beginning  to 
show  results.  An  initial  ” demonstration  lecture”  on  safe 
driving  by  the  Police  team  was  packed  out  and  followed  by  a 
demand  for  the  full  set  of  lectures,  which  was  again  fully 
suppo rted. 
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An  initial  inpress  Ion  tliat  this  might  have  been  preaching  to 
the  converted  was  promptly  dispelled  by  remarks  gathered  from 
a variety  of  experienced  motorists*  It  is  certain  that  a 
refresher  course  such  as  this  does  contribute  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  experienced  driver  quite  as  much  as  the  learner* 

Prevention  of  other  accidents  is  equally  important: 
chief  among  these  are  bums,  scalds  and  falls  in  the  homo* 

Some  might  be  prevented  at  the  design  stage  of  homes  - e*g* 
planning  kitchens  to  have  fixed  furniture  in  a proper  sequence 
so  that  pan  handles  do  not  project  over  the  cooker,  no  hot  pans 
have  to  be  carried  across  the  floor  to  the  sink,  as  well  as 
ensuring  the  adequacy  of  material  and  artificial  light  at  all 
points  where  work  is  being  done,  but  especially  where  rapid  or 
accurate  movement  is  required.  Other  risks  can  be  minimized  by 
forethought  - gas,  electricity  and  fire  are  well  enough  known  as 
hazards  but  their  daily  familiarity  may  breed  contempt,  and  in 
visiting  homes  one  frequently  sees  multiple  electricity  adaptors 
with  long  trailing  leads,  and  less  frequently  trailing  gas  pipes* 
Further  education  of  the  public  Is  required  to  reduce  the  risk  of 
electrocution,  poisoning  and  fire  from  these  practices.  I have 
devoted  more  space  than  is  customary  to  the  prevention  of  accidents* 
This  is  as  much  a part  of  public  health  as  clean  air  or  sanitation. 
All  these  efforts  are  aimed  at  helping  every  one  to  lead  healthy, 
happy  lives,  and  accidents  can  be  as  destructive  as  illness. 

In  conclusion,  may  I again  thank  all  the  members  and 
staff  of  the  Council  for  their  friendship  and  willing  assistance 
whenever  I have  needed  it. 
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am,  Mrs.  Bryant  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICAL  SECTION 


AREA  OP  URB/iN  DISTRICT  j 


1421  acres 


REGISTRAR  RENERAL’S  ESTIMTE  OP  MID-YEAR 
POPULATION: 

DENSITY  OP  POPULATION  PER  ACRE: 

SUM  REPRESENTED  3Y  PEN  Ilf  RATE : 

RATEABLE  VALUE  OF  URBAN  DISTRICT: 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES: 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  LICENCED  UNDER 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT: 


3880 

2.65 

£157,  15.  lOd. 
£39,455. 

1290 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 


1957 

1958 

1959 

Live  Births  Male 

29 

24 

34 

Female 

33 

31 

29 

Total 

62 

35 

63 

Live  birth  rate  per  1000 

populat ion 

16.3 

Illegitimate  Live  births 

per  cent  of 

total  Live  births 

1*6% 

St  ill-births 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Male 

1 

3 

2 

Female 

1 

2 

1 

Total 

2 

5 

3 

Number  per  1000  total  live  and 

still-births  45.5 


Infant  Deaths  (i.e.  under  1 year  of  age) 

2 Females,  both  under  one  week  of  age;  both 
legitimately  born. 


Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1000  total  live  births  31.7 
Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1000  Legitimate 

total  live  births  32.3 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1000  Illegitimate 

total  live  births  Nil 
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Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 
1000  total  live  births) 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week 
per  1000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  1 week  per  1000  live  and  still  births) 


Ma t e rnal  Mo  rt  al it y 

Number  of  Deaths 

Piate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 
Deaths 

Male  Female 

Number  of  Deaths  22  27 

Crude  death  rate  per  1000 
estimated  population 

Standardized  death  rate  per 
1000  estimated  population 

Death  rate  England  and  ?/ales 

per  1000  estimated  population 


31.7 

31.7 

75.7 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

50 

10.3 

9.2 

11.6 


6 


Causes  of  Death  as  shewn  in  the  Registrar  Generali  Short  List 


Short 


List 

No.  Cause  of  Death  i 

4a  le 

Female 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

0 

0 

0 

2, 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0 

0 

0 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

0 

0 

0 

4. 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0 

0 

0 

7 « 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

8. 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

0 

0 

0 

10, 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

0 

0 

0 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

0 

0 

0 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

0 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

0 

0 

0 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasms 

2 

7 

9 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

0 

0 

0 

16. 

Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  and  nervous  system 

5 

6 

11 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

7 

3 

10 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

0 

1 

22. 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

23. 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

24. 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

25. 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

0 

0 

0 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

0 

1 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

0 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

0 

0 

0 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

0 

0 

0 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

0 

0 

0 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

2 

2 

4 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

0 

0 

0 

34.- 

All  other  accidents 

1 

0 

1 

35. 

Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

22 

27 

49 
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Causes  of  Death  at  ages  below  65  years 


Prematurity  2 
Heart  Disease  2 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  1 
Cancer  of  pancreas  1 
Cancer  of  liver  1 
Cancer  of  caecum  1 
Cancer  of  colon  1 
Cancer  of  breast  1 
Gastric  ulcer  1 
Broncho  pneumonia  1 


Ivia  t e rna  1 Mor  t a 1 i t y 

Nil 

Infectious  Diseases 

1959 


95 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 
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1957 


1958 


Measles  192  0 
Whooping  Cough  0 11 
Dysentery  1 4 
Salmonella  infection  1 0 
Pneumonia  (primary)  0 4 
Scarlet  Fever  and  S carle tina  1 1 
Erysipelas  0 0 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  0 0 
Poliomyelitis  1 0 
Pneumonia  (influenzal)  1 8 


The  only  deaths  from  notifiable  infectious  disease  were 
two  from  pneumonia. 

Preventive  Measures 

The  provision  of  an  healthy  environment  remains  the  duty 
of  this  authority  whilst  the  active  protection  of  the  public 
against  certain  specific  diseases  is  organised  by  the  County 
Council  operating  through  their  school  doctors.  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  doctors  as  well  as  through  family  doctors. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  requiring  it,  yellow  fever  vaccination 
is  now  available  by  appointment  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Lincoln.  The  diseases  against  which  protection  is  usually  given 
comprise  smallpox  - vaccination  is  now  advocated  at  a later  age 
(1-4  years)  than  formerly.  - poliomyelitis,  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus  (lock-jaw)  and  B.C.G.  vaccination 
against  tuberculosis  in  the  years  of  greatest  risk  - the 
teenagers . 
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Polio  and  B.C.G.  vaccinations  have  boon  largely  carried  out 
in  schools  and  separate  figures  for  take-up  in  the  Urban 
districts  residents  were  not  prepared. 

There  are  still  reservoirs  of  tuberculous  infection  in 
Horncastle  and  many  children  are  already  infected  by  the  age  of 
13  when  protection  could  otherwise  have  been  offered.  Skin 
tests  are  therefore  performed  to  avoid  both  an  unduly  severe 
reaction  and  a possible  later  breakdown  due  to  the  already 
latent  infection.  During  1959  plans  were  laid  for  a visit 
of  the  Lincolnshire  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  to 
Horncastle  for  public  sessions  and  to  take  full-size  pictures 
of  the  chests  of  those  children  known  from  the  results  of  the 
skin-tests  to  be  already  infected.  This  was  eventually  carried 
out  at  Easter  1960.  This  was  the  first  public  session  in 
Horncastle  but  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  henceforth  become  a 
regular  part  of  the  preventive  programme.  Much  more  active 
publicity  will  be  required  to  induce  a big  proportion  of 
Horn ca3 tie  to  attend  for  the  few  minutes  that  could  save  the 
lives  of  themselves  or  their  children.  As  it  was,  two 
unsuspecting  sufferers  were  saved  from  severe  disablement  or 
worse. 


Take  up  of  Vaccines 


1958  1959 


Diphtheria  alone  4 
Whooping  Cough  alone  0 
Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria  16 
Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and 

Tetanus  28 
Ro-inforcing  doses  34 
Tetanus  only  0 


1 

1 

0 

43 

48 

5 


Smallpox  Vaccination 


Primary  Vaccination  at  age  0-1  1-4 

24  3 

Re -vaccination  C 0 


5-14 

53 

0 


15  plus  Total 
1 81 

1 1 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  majority  of  parents  are  taking 
advantage  of  the  all-in-one  protection  of  triple  vaccine  agains-' 
Whooping  Cough,  diphtheria  and  tetanus.  The  exceptionally  high 
number  of  vaccinations  against  smallpox  results  from  a campaign 
to  bring  as  near  completion  as  possible  the  protection  of  the 
children  at  Holmleigh  and  Clarence  House, 
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The  gradual  development  of  a population  of  young  people 
actively  immune  to  tetanus  poses  a new  problem.  Tetanus  arises 
from  a wound  in  which  dead  tissue  is  contaminated  with  manured 
soil.  Any  dirty  wound,  even  a small  one  is  a risk,  and  casualty 
officers  at  hospitals  might  be  held  to  bo  negligent  if  they 
failed  to  ensure  that  such  a patient  was  protected  against 
tetanus.  The  old  method  was  to  inject  anti-tetanic-serum. 

This  gives  fair  protection  against  tetanus  but  is  not  itself 
wholly  safe  and  a second  injection  might  well  be  fatal.  It  is, 
therefore,  vital  to  ensure  that  A.T.S.  is  only  given  where  it 
is  essential,  and  that  children  and  others  who  have  been  given 
active  immunity  with  uTet-tox”  should  be  given  only  a booster 
dose  of  this  inherently  safe  material  instead  of  A.T.S. 
Difficulty  arises  in  civilian  conditions  of  keeping  records  up 
to  date,  and  an  unconscious  patient  may  well  be  admitted  to 
hospital  in  hazard  of  tetanus  but  without  information  regarding 
the  state  of  his  Immunity,  Personal  record  cards  may  be  of 
some  value,  so  too  could  be  the  use  of  a skin  pencil  to  mark, 
as  in  War  UT”  and  UMU  on  the  patients  forehead  to  show  whether 
he  had  had  appropriate  anti  tetanic  treatment  or  morphine. 
Injections  given  by  the  County  Councils  Medical  Officers  are 
notified  to  the  family  doctor.  This  causes  an  almost  crippling 
amount  of  paper  work  if  done  concurrently  with  the  injections. 

Control  over  and  protection  of  Pood 

Whilst  the  Urban  District  is  not  responsible  for  the 
supervision  of  the  u substance,  nature  and  quality”  or  tlje 
weights  or  measures  of  food  sold,  it  is  the  statutory  authority 
with  regard  to  the  hygienic  structure  and  usages  in  food 
premises o Of  those  the  practice  of  food  handlers  is  much  the 
most  important,  end  the  requirements  on  buildings  are  ancillary 
to  making  cleanly  practices  easy  and  habitual. 

The  two  slaughterhouses  in  the'  town  wore  regarded  by 
the  Council  after  due  enquiry  as  adequate  and  suitable  for  the 
needs  of  the  town  and  a formal  report  was  duly  sent  to  the 
Minis ter o 

Inspection  of  animals  slaughtered  was  again  reported 

100*. 

A further  appreciable  fall  in  the  incidence  of 
tuberculosis  in  beef  animals  slaughtered  is  to  be  welcomed  as 
further  evidence  of  the  progress  of  the  eradication  programme. 
The  incidence  amongst  pigs  remains  the  same  as  the  previous 
year.  Nevertheless,  the  following  table  gives  some  idea  of 
what  has  occurred  in  the  veterinary  world  in  the  last  few 
years • 
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Incidence  of  condemnation  of  part  or  whole 
animal  on  account  of  Tuberculosis 


Bea.sts 

Pigs 

1951 

23.4 

6.4 

1952 

20.3 

7.0 

1953 

13.02 

12.14 

1954 

14.8 

10.8 

1955 

11.8 

8.7 

1956 

9.4 

5.3 

1957 

4.6 

4.1 

1958 

2.9 

2.4 

1959 

1.63 

2.4 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  within  the  near  future  the 
risk  to  be  controlled  will  be  less  that  of  man  being  infected 
from  animal  than  the  reverse. 

Cyst cerco sis  has  again  not  been  reported  from  any 
slaughterhouse  in  the  Urban  or  Rural  District  of  Homcastle 
although  neighbouring  authorities  have  regularly  reported  it. 
This  may  be  due  to  the  differing  sources  of  meat  dealt  with 
in  the  various  districts.  Infection  in  cattle  tends  to  be 
patchy  in  distribution  and  in  time. 

In  view  of  the  dramatic  decline  In  animal  tuberculosis 
and  the  material  advantage  to  the  former  In  freeing  herds  from 
contagious  abortion,  an  eradication  scheme  against  this  disease, 
which  causes  undulant  fever  in  man,  would  be  welcome* 

Fish:  Fresh  fish  is  not  usually  a public  health  problem.  No 

raw  shell  fish  are  sold  and,  indeed,  apart  from  deep-  frozen 
stocks,  little  if  any  fish  is  held  over  from  day  to  day. 

Fruit  & Vegetables: 

Homcastle  distributes  a considerable  quantity  of 
these  products  throughout  the  year.  In  addition  the  market 
serves  the  rapid  disposal  of  surplus  perishable  food.  This 
requires  a certain  amount  of  supervision,  but  the  weekly  market 
is  in  all  an  asset  to  the  town. 

Other  Unsound  Food: 

This  consisted  principally  of  various  tins  surrendered 
voluntarily  for  disposal.  The  number  of  tins  was  fractionally 
less  than  last  year,  and  remains  a minute  proportion  of  the 
total  handled. 
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Water  Supplies 


The  town  supply  has  remained  satisfactory  both  in 
quality  and  quantity.  The  demand  has  In  creased  considerably 
in  the  past  decade  and  now  runs  at  about  200,000  gallons  a day. 
The  source  is  now  principally  the  deep  well  mentioned  in 
earlier  reports. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal: 

No  works  were  carried  out  or  contemplated  officially 
during  the  year  although  the  rate  of  flow  into  the  slow  filters 
at  Dal  derby  must  give  serious  cause  for  -thought  now  that  an 
indefinite  number  of  baths  may  be  installed  under  the  Standard 
Grant  arrangement.  The  works  are  taxed  to  the  limit  and  when 
new  ho  using  is  erected  - as  it  surely  must  be  - the  time  will 
come  when  additional  sewage  disposal  plant  will  be  required 
either  supplementary  to  or  in  replacement  of  the  old  works. 

The  actual  sewers  themselves  bear  more  water  than  would  be 
expected  of  the  population  served,  because  of  seepage  and 
surface  water,, 


Because  of  this  excoes  of  water  entering  sewers,  the 
problem  is  amenable  to  solution  either  by  systematically 
tracing  and  eliminating  extraneous  water  or  less  radically,  by 
the  provision  of  additional  or  larger  sewers  to  take  the  storm 
water  to  points  whe re  the  excess  can  be  discharged  without 
nuisance  to  any  of  the  interests  concerned. 


There  has  been  a prolonged  period  of  restraint  by  the 
Housing  Committee,  bearing  in  mind  the  high  cost  of  borrowing. 
Progress  was  made  in  the  acquisition  and  development  of  two 
sites  for  old  persons  dwellings  on  South  Street  and  on  the  New 
Inn.  Paddock,  Attention  will  shortly  have  to  turn  to  the 
problem  of  the  future.  Authority  has  faced  the  battle  of  the 
bulge  in  the  birth  rate  - usually  too  little  and  too  late  - for 
the  past  fifteen  years.  The  bulge-babies  are  leaving  school 
and  before  long  will  themselves  demand  houses  of  their  own.  If 
they  leave  Horn castle,  they  are  not  likely  to  return;  so  that 
It  is  not  too  soon  now  to  think  of  sites  for  new  houses.  The 
the  new  homes  will  be  expensive,  by  comparison  with  the  rents 
of  pre-war  and  immediate  post-war  houses,  is  undeniable,  but  we 
cannot  afford  not  to  provide  for  the  reasonable  needs  of  the 
rising  gene  rat  ion. 
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A secondary  need  nay  be  the  people  who  wish  to  live 
in  Eomcastle  instead  of  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  Country# 
A number  of  sudi  persons  have  applied  for  Council  housing  and 
all  the  time  there  is  full  employment,  any  increase  in 
population  would  be  welcome# 

Clean  Airs 


This  is  a matter  I have  not  raised  in  my  report 
previously#  Although  in  big  towns,  statutory  action  has  been 
taken  to  reduce  pollution  by  chimney  smoke,  this  matter  has  not 
been  seriously  considered  in  Eomcastle#  Genuine  Smog  has  only 
readied  Homcastlo  in  a slow-moving  blanket  from  the  Midlands 
on  one  occasion,  lasting  about  48  hours  during  November#  Much 
as  wo  may  deplore  it,  we  can  give  little  more  than  moral  support® 
Because  Homcastlo  is  low-lying  it  is  com  on  in  a still  evening 
to  see  smoke  forming  a haze  over  the  town  before  drifting  slowly 
away#  Sven  in  the  relatively  small  doses,  smoke  costs  money  - 
in  wasted  fuel,  extra  chimney  cleaning  and  deterioration  of  Abides 
ranging  from  cotton  to  stone#  Then  there  is  its  effect  upon 
health#  Two  deaths  are  recorded  from  bronchitis  - a condition 
well  known  to  be  worsened  by  smoke,  whether  deliberately 
inhaled  from  cigarettes,  or  inadvertantly  from  polluted  air# 


Unfortunately  the  cost  of  space  heating  is  increasing 
and  there  is  an  attempt  to  restrict  heat  loss  from  homes  and 
schools  (and  pubs  and  shops  as  well)  by  restricting  vent ilat ion  « 
Here  trouble  lies,  especially  where  there  are  young  children, 
in  whom  respiratory  infection  spreads  so  rapidly. 


The  only  possible  solut 
of  houses  end  heating  methods  g 
at  the  same  time  efficient,  dra 
with  pre-heating  of  the  incomin 
orthodox  homes  but  there  is  at 
market,  for  building  into  bunga 
as  many  rooms  as  are  required  f 
fan*  At  least  one  of  these  is 
idea  of  whole -ho use  heating  is 
take  time  to  become  accepted,  e 
House  insulation,  however,  is  a 
consider  for  whilst  many  houses 
through  their  brickwork,  the  lo 
the  roof  space  are  considerable 


ions  are  improved  heat  insulation 
iving  greater  efficiency,  whilst 
ught-freo  ventilation  is  required, 
g air,  A tall  order  in 
least  one  appliance  on  the 
lows , which  ducts  warm  air  Into 
rom  a central  heating  unit  and 
operating  in  Eomcastle#  The 
a sound  one  but  one  which  will 
specially  with  current  fuel  costs; 
matter  it  behoves  everyone  to 
in  Horncastle  lose  little  heat 
sses  by  draughts,  and  through 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47: 


No  action  under  this  section  was  required  during  the 

year# 
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Tuberculosis : 


Only  one  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

During  the  year,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  town  to 
be  visited  by  the  Lincolnshire  Mass  Radiography  Unit,  This,  in 
fact,  took  place  at  Easter  1960. 


REPORT  OF  WORK  DONE  E£  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
DURING  THE  YEAR 


HOUSING 

Total  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  Nil 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  10 

(4)  Number  allocated  for  replacing  houses  subject  to 

D emo 1 it io n 0 rde r s Nil 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  81 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  103 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  51 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

(1)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  None 

(2)  Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Acts  None 

(3)  Slum  Clearance  - proceedings  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  1 

(Individual  unfit  houses  only) 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  1 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses,  or  parts,  subject 

to  Closing  Orders  2 

(d)  Houses  demolished  or  closed  voluntarily  by 

owners  which  would  otherwise  have  been  the 
subject  of  statutory  action  to  secure 
demolition  or  closure  3 

(4)  N is sen  huts  or  other  similar  hutments  None 
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(5)  Estimated  number  of  dwellings,  excluding  ('dumber  given  to 


those  under  paragraph  (4)  above, 
remaining  to  be  dealt  with  under 

(a)  The  Housing  Act,  1957,  Sections 

16  and  18 

(b)  The  Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  42 


Minister  in  1955  - 
380.  As  a result  of 
voluntary  improve- 
ment the  estimated 
number  is  now  - 235 
None 


HOUSING  ACTS  - OVERCROWDING 


(a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  3 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  11 

(c)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  Not  known 

(d)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(e)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

HOUSING  ACTS  1949  - 59 

Number  of  dwellings  for  which  applications  for 


grants  have  been  received 

(a)  Standard  Grant  14 

(b)  Discretionary  Grant  None 

Number  of  houses  subject  to  grant 

(a)  Standard  Grant  12 

(b)  Discretionary  Grant  None 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  local  authority 

which  have  been  the  subject  of  grant  aid 

by  the  Ministry  None 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS,  TENTS,  VANS,  ETC. 

Number  of  Site  Licences  None 

Number  of  individual  licences  3 

Number  of  inspections  during  the  year 

Sites  None 

Dwellings  6 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  None 


POOD  PREMISES 


BAKEHOUSES 

Number  in  district  6 

Number  of  inspections  6 

Number  of  contraventions  None 

Defects  remedied  None 

MILK  SUPPLIES 

Number  of  distributors  on  register 

Sterilised  9 

Pasteurised  3 

Tuberculin  Tested  3 

Number  of  inspections  of  dairy  premises  6 

Contraventions  remedied  None 
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ICE  CREAM 

Number  of  manufacturers  on  register  None 

Number  of  premises  licensed  for  sale  of  ice  cream  18 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises  made  26 

Number  of  contraventions  found  2 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  2 

Number  of  samples  taken  None 

MEAT  PRODUCTS 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacturers 

of  meat  products  9 

Number  of  inspections  made  14 

Number  of  contraventions  found  None 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  None 

OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES 

Number  of  inspections  42 

Number  of  contraventions  found  6 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  6 

S LAUGHTERHOUSES 

Number  licensed  - Private  2 

- Abattoir 


UNSOUND  FOOD  - CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN 

WHOLE  OR  PART 


! Cattle 

excluding 

JCows 

Cows 

Calves 

| Sheep 
! and 
Lambs 

■ 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ( if 

known) 

549 

i.  . . . . 

None 

85 

2,104 

1,451 

Number  inspected 

L 549 

mm 

85 

2,104 

1,451 

All  diseases  except 

T,3.  and  Cysticerci 
Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond. 
Percentage  of  above 
inspe  cted 

! 

None 

2 

2 

None 

71 

La 

58 

43 

12.9 

mm 

4.7 

2.75 

2.9 

T .B.only .Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Part  above  condemned 
Percentage  of  above 
insoected 

9 

mm 

- 

- 

35 

1.63 

mm 

mm 

2.4 

Carcases  with 
Cysticerosis 

..1 

mm 

mmm  ..  ■ ■■  ■ ■■! 

No  horses  were  slaughtered. 
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OTHER  POODS  CONDEMNED 


Tinned  Meat 
Tinned  Fruit 
Tinned  Pish 
Tinned  Vegetables 
Tinned  Milk 


13  cans 
33  " 

2 « 

6 « 

4 « 


Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Pood  - Buried  at  Tip 
Meat 

Coloured  and  collected  for  Iwel  Laabs 


Other  Poods 
Buried  at  Tip 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 
Closets 

Number  of  houses  with  privy  vaults  in  district  None 

Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets  in  district  36 

Number  of  houses  with  water  closets  in  district  1,254 

Number  of  water  closets  substituted  for  pail 

closets  or  privy  vaults  5 

Cesspool  and  Septic  Tanks  None 

WATER  SUPPLIES 
Domestic 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  mains  - in  1,070 

house 

- standpipe/outside  tap  214 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  private 

sources  - in  house  ■.  None 

- not  In  house  6 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  chemical  examination  None 
Number  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 
examinat ion i - 
from  Public  Supplies 

Class  I 48 

Class  II  4 

Class  III  None 

Class  IV  2 


Swimming  Pools 

Number  of  public  swimming  pools  in  operation  1 

Number  fitted  with  continuous  filtration  and  Continuous 
chlorination  chlorination  onll 

Number  of  samples  of  swimming  pool  water  taken 
for  bacteriological  examination 
(a.)  Satisfactory  1 

Chlorine  comparator  tests  taken. 
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GENERAL 

Offensive  Trades 

Number  of  premises  in  district  1 

Number  of  inspections  14 

Contraventions  remedied  1 

Knackers  Yards 

Number  licensed  1 

Number  of  inspections  14 

Contraventions  remedied  2 


Shops  Act,  1950 

Number  of  shops  inspected  21 

Contraventions  remedied  1 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Rooms  or  premises  disinfected  None 

Number  of  premises  subject  to  disinfestation  2 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected  1,550 

Frequency  of  collection  Weekly 


Method  of  disposal  Controlled  tipping 

Is  this  satisfactory?  Water  in  pit  makes 

In  unsatisfactory 

Is  collection  by  Local  Authority  or 

contract  Local  Authority 

Nuisances 

Total  number  of  nuisances  during  year: 

(1)  Abated  as  result  of  informal  action  by 

Public  Health  Inspector  23 

(2)  Reported  to  Council  - Statutory  notice  issued 

- u u not  Issued  2 


Details  of  Nuisances  abated  After  informal 

Int imat ion 

Refuse  3 

Foul  ditches,  ponds  and 
stagnant  water 

Drainage  18 

Poultry  and  Animals  1 

Dangerous  premises  1 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances 


After  Statutory 
Notice 
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lkit3  and  Mice  destruction 

Number  of  rodent  operatives  employed  one  part 

time 

Number  of  premises  treated: 

(a)  dwellinghouses  61 

(b)  other  premises  27 

Are  there  any  serious  reservoirs  of  rats 

in  district?  No 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

Number  of  visits  2 

Number  of  nuisances  found  None 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  None 

Details  of  (including  area)  any  smokeless 
zone  declared  by  Council  and  whether  or 
not  approved  by  Minister  None 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1957  to  1959 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


jN  umber 

N umbe 

! 

! 

<u 

o 

! u 

Premises  |on 

- . Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

|0 couplers  : 
'Prosecuted 

I 

(i)  factories  in  which  ! 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  j 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by  j 5 

Local  Authorities  i 

J 

9 

tm 

! 

i i 

* 

i 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in  whicl 
Section  7 is  enforced  b^ 
the  Local  Authority 

57 

1 

1 

- 

mm 

! 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Autho  r ity  ( ex  cl uding 
out -wo rke rs ’ premise s 

- 

. « » . , L j,  n n . . ... 

" ' ™ 

- 

Total 

42 

9 

- 

m 
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Wo. 

of  cases 

in  which  defects 

Wo.  of 

Part iculars 

'were  found 

cases  in 

Referred 

which 

to  H.M. 

to  H.M. 

prosecutions 

Pound 

Remedied 

...... 

Insp. 

Insp« 

were 

instit  uted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

2 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

. 

Unreasonable 

Mt 

■* 

.. 

temperature 

Inadequate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ventilation 

Ineffective 

«■* 

wm 

drainage  of 
floors 

San. Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

“ 

*■ 

defective 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Wot  separate 

for  sexes 

- 

” 

- 

- 

Other  offences 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

against  the  Act 

Total 

3 

3 

- 

" 
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